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A VISION FOR
EACH PRECINCT
Precinct 1:
The Basin Rural Landscape
The Basin Rural Landscape Precinct will
be protected as an ecologically significant
area with a distinct natural and rural
landscape character, providing a scenic
gateway to the Dandenong Ranges. The
conservation and enhancement of the
precinct’s biodiversity, waterways and
landscape values will be prioritised, while
supporting compatible land use such
as sustainable agriculture, rural living,
recreation and community uses that
complement and enhance these values.

Precinct 2a:
Lysterfield Valley and Hills
The Lysterfield Valley and Hills will be
protected as a distinct landscape of
natural and pastoral character providing
an open green buffer on the edge of the
urban area with important biodiversity
and wildlife connectivity values. The
precinct supports agriculture, rural
industries and lifestyle living while
providing an important role in flood
management and water quality.
Precinct 2b:
Lysterfield Quarries and Surrounds
The Lysterfield Quarries and Surrounds
will preserve significant vegetation
and habitat within Lysterfield Park and
Churchill National Park while enhancing
access to recreation and nature tourism
opportunities. The precinct will continue
to provide a low density rural buffer
between the urban area and the sensitive
wildlife habitat in the national parks. The
economic role of the existing extractive
industries will be supported while
minimising negative impacts on the
surrounding urban areas.

Precinct 3 & 3a
Dandenong Creek Valley
The Dandenong Creek Valley Precinct
is a consolidated “green lungs” corridor
protecting key waterways and wildlife
corridors while providing considerable
recreational, nature conservation,
flood mitigation, urban agriculture and
parkland opportunities within the Eastern
Metropolitan region.
Precinct 4:
The Healesville Freeway Reservation
and Surrounds
The vision for this precinct considers
two scenarios:
Road Scenario: The future Healesville
Freeway extension will be sensitive and
responsive to the Dandenong Creek
ecological and waterway corridor, seeking
opportunities for water and habitat
enhancements, while supporting the open
space and recreational uses.
No Road Scenario: The precinct will
provide an integrated high quality
open space and parkland corridor with
complementary uses which protect
and enhance native vegetation, wildlife
connectivity and waterway health.
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ABOUT THE FIVE PRECINCTS
Precinct 4
Precinct 1

M
n
ou
in
ta

Bur

wo
od

EastLink

High Street Rd

Ferntree

Gully Rd

Hw
y

City of
Knox
terfi
Lys

Rd

Rd

Wellingto
n

eld

Stud Rd

Precinct 3

Rd
Dorset Rd

Bor
onia

y
w
H

M

ain

nt

ou

y
Hw

Welling
to

n Rd

Precinct 2a

Precinct 3a
Precinct 2b
0

Urban Growth Boundary (UGB)

The five precincts play a key biodiversity role
in Knox with some of the most significant
areas of native bushland and waterways.
Each of the precincts present unique
opportunities for future enhancements
including habitat restoration, improvements
to wildlife connectivity, care for healthy
waterway ecosystems and appropriate
flood management. They contain significant
vegetation and make a key contribution to the
overall tree canopy cover in Knox, playing a
key role in preventing the urban heat island
effect and controlling the temperature in the
nearby suburbs.
These precincts also have areas of heritage
value, including both Aboriginal and nonAboriginal heritage, and offer open space,
recreation, tourism, sport, art and culture
opportunities. Some areas include extractive
industries and agricultural land. Another key
feature of these green areas is their range
of trails for bushwalking and cycling, with
opportunities to enhance enjoyment of these
existing facilities.
Precincts 1, 2a and 2b are located on the
edge of the urban boundary and form part of
Melbourne’s Green Wedge. These areas cover
significant landscapes and high amenity rural
living areas that are sensitive to change and
more intense land use.
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Values
These precincts contain some of the most
important bushland, green wedge, open space
and rural landscapes in Knox.
Environmental and social values of the
precincts include:
• waterways and native vegetation
• habitat for wildlife species
• floodplains to help manage stormwater and
prevent flooding
• cultural heritage sites
• nature-based recreation and leisure areas
• scenic landscapes
• health and wellbeing benefits of open space
• avoiding intense development in bushfire
prone areas
• preventing an urban heat island effect
through vegetation cover.
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Challenges
Emerging challenges that these green areas
and rural spaces face include:
• Climate change and more extreme weather
events
• Inappropriate subdivision or development
that impact the environmental and social
values
• Intense or high impact uses that change
local character
• Loss of agricultural land
• Incremental loss of vegetation, biodiversity
and wildlife connectivity
• Urban encroachment into floodplains which
results in increased flood risk in urban areas
• Degradation of waterway health and habitat
values
• Limited understanding of cultural heritage
values
• Threats to the rural and natural character
• Loss of significant views and natural
landscapes
Objectives of the 5 precincts:
We have identified several objectives to help achieve the vision:
• To recognise and protect the values of Knox
Green Wedges
• To ensure land uses are carefully located
and managed to be consistent with the
values and functions of the Study Area.
• To facilitate connectivity and safe
movement for all users.

A summary
of proposed actions
for all of the precincts
are provided in
the following pages.

h ave

View the draft
Green Areas and
Rural Strategy at

yo

ur

s

ay

.k

ar

s

• To protect and enhance biodiversity and
wildlife connectivity.
• To protect and increase tree and vegetation
canopy cover.
• To improve waterway health and flood
management.
• To protect and enhance local character and
landscape values.
• To identify, protect, celebrate and promote
the heritage values and history, including
Indigenous cultural heritage and
post-contact heritage.
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Green Areas
and Rural Strategy

Theme 1:
Ecology

Objective:
To enhance and protect biodiversity and wildlife connectivity
1

Look into options to incorporate relevant
recommendations from the Knox
Wildlife Conservation and Connectivity
Report into the Knox Planning Scheme,
including:

2

Look into the need for further
Ecologically Sensitive Design guidelines
for new development and the
construction of linear infrastructure (e.g.
roads, bridges).

a) Making sure wildlife movement and
habitats are considered in the review
of planning applications and strategic
planning decisions.

3

Advocate for wildlife linkages to continue
outside the Study Area, as recommended
in the Wildlife Conservation and
Connectivity Report.

b) Applying appropriate buffers along
the waterways including the Dandenong
Creek, Dobsons Creek, Monbulk Creek
and Blind Creek to the extent of the
Study Area.

4

Continue collaboration with other
councils and the state government
regarding pest management and
pollution control.

5

Continue to support and grow
community partnerships and initiatives
including the Gardens for Wildlife
program.

c) Make sure new linear infrastructure
(e.g. roads, bridges) use ecologically
sensitive development approaches within
high ecological value buffer zones.
d) Encourage habitat restoration and
revegetation within 300m buffer zones
to existing areas of native vegetation, in
areas that do not increase bushfire risk to
existing settlements.
This might include new policy or overlay
provisions and making the Knox Wildlife
Conservation and Connectivity Report a
reference document in the Scheme, subject
to further planning investigation.
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Green Areas
and Rural Strategy

Theme 1:
Ecology

Objective:
To protect and increase tree and vegetation canopy cover
6

Undertake a project for Knox to:
a) Map the existing tree canopy and
vegetation cover broken down by height
strata and surface cover types.
b) Consider setting measurable tree
canopy cover targets including subtargets for public land (parks, streets)
and private property.

7

Review the Vegetation Protection
Overlay (VPO) to correct inconsistencies
and identify opportunities for additional
trees to be protected by the overlay.

8

Investigate Planning Scheme options to
recognise the role of trees, vegetation
and surface cover types in moderating
the temperature and reducing the urban
heat island effect.

c) Define actions to achieve the canopy
targets.
d) Establish a program for regular
monitoring of vegetation cover and
control progress against the established
targets.
e) Enforce cases of unlawful tree
removal.
Objective:
To improve waterway health and flood management
9

After the flood mapping project is
finished by Knox City Council and
Melbourne Water, undertake a Scheme
amendment to apply adequate overlays
to areas affected by the 1% AEP (1:100yr
ARI) flood level, including:
a) Land Subject to Inundation Overlay
(LSIO) to areas affected by flooding from
natural waterways.
b) Special Building Overlay (SBO) to
areas affected by flooding from the
drainage network.

10 Provide more guidance in the Planning
Scheme to limit the extent of impervious
surface including guidance for car
parking areas in the Study Area.
11

Continue to work with stakeholders on
regional and multi-agency initiatives
that improve the waterways and
catchments, including the Living Links
and the Enhancing our Dandenong Creek
projects.
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Green Areas
and Rural
Strategy

Theme 2:
Landscape &
Character

Objective:
To protect and enhance local character and landscape values
12 Review the existing Planning Scheme
provisions to recognise the character and
protect landscape values in the Study
Area, in line with the findings of the Green
Areas and Rural Strategy. Character Study.

Objective:
To recognise, protect and promote existing heritage
13 Review Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
heritage across the municipality,
taking into consideration the specific
recommendations in the Preliminary
Heritage review: Knox Rural Heritage.
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Theme 3:
Land Use
& Access

Green Areas
and Rural
Strategy
Objective:
To recognise and protect the values of Knox Green Wedges
14

Avoid any changes to the Urban Growth
Boundary in Precincts 1, 2a and 2b.

15

Look into Planning Scheme options
to provide local strategic direction for
Knox Green Wedge land in line with the
recommendations of the Green Areas and
Rural Strategy for Precincts 1, 2a and 2b.

16

Clarify, through changes in the Planning
Scheme, that a transitional buffer
approach to the Green Wedge is not
intended, and that a place-based, valuebased approach to assessment is needed.

Objective:
To ensure land uses are carefully located and managed to be consistent with the values and
functions of the Study Area
17

Look into Planning Scheme options to
provide strategic direction for agriculture
and agricultural land in Knox.

18

Review initiatives and incentives, such
as rate exemptions, to help protect
agricultural production and improve land
management practices.

19

Look into the potential for Carbon
Farming and climate friendly agricultural
practices, including regenerative
agriculture.

20 Support public art in all precincts
including at the locations identified,
subject to detailed assessment.16

Objective:
To facilitate connectivity and safe movement for all users
21

Advocate for outstanding shared bicycle
and pedestrian paths and cycle lanes
to be built as identified in the Principal
Bicycle Network.
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