Draft Local Law Review survey
Help shape the draft Local Law.
Council has released the draft Amenity Local Law 2026 for public exhibition, and we are inviting further community feedback until Sunday 14 June.
We invite you to view the draft Local Law and share your feedback at
haveyoursay.knox.vic.gov.au/LocalLawReview or complete the following hard-copy survey and send it to the Community Laws team before community engagement closes.
Once completed, please mail to:
Community Laws Team - Local Law Review
Knox City Council
Reply Paid 70243
Wantirna South 3152
Or scan and email to:
LocalLawReview@knox.vic.gov.au 

Privacy Statement
We handle any personal information you provide in this survey in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014. For more information, see our Privacy Policy: https://www.knox.vic.gov.au/our-council/legislation-and-local-laws/your-privacy 
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Introduction
Before starting the survey, we encourage you to read the draft Local Law 2026.
This survey has five sections. You can answer all questions or skip to the sections that matter most to you:
· Private land and amenity
· Private land and environment (open‑air burning)
· Animal management
· Use of Council land and roads
· Council assets, trees and building sites

Private land and amenity (Clauses 11 to 22)
These clauses address the amenity of private property. This includes unsightly, dangerous or dilapidated land and buildings, camping on private property. 


Changes include: 
Redrafted current clause and replaced with 3 clauses: 
1. Dangerous land
1. Unsightly land
1. Land which is detrimental to the general amenity of the neighbourhood
New definition of ‘unsightly land’ to provide clarity to the community. 
Included graffiti to address antisocial behaviour. 
Redrafted the clause regulating dilapidated buildings to impose obligations on the owner to clean up and maintain a property. Includes graffiti as part of the owner’s obligations. 
New clause to address nuisance lighting. 
Expand provisions to include liability for property managers, to address compliance issues with rental properties. 
1.   To what extent do you support these proposed changes?
	Select one answer only

	Strongly support

	Support

	Neutral/don't know

	Oppose

	Strongly oppose


1.   Is there anything you would like us to consider relating to this topic?
	



Private land and environment - Open air burning (Clause 26)
These provisions address open air burning. 


Changes include: 
Divide the municipality into two areas: 
1. Private land located within the Bushfire Management Overlay (BMO)
1. Private land outside the BMO
Land within the BMO can burn without a permit, subject to conditions to allow reduction of vegetation fuel loads. 
Land outside the BMO can only burn with a permit, subject to conditions to minimise smoke nuisance in high-density residential areas. 
Conditions include extensive safety and amenity obligations for people burning material on private land including but not limited to buffer zones, pile size, supervising and extinguishing fires. 
Provide exemptions for cultural burning to comply with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Vic). 
1.   To what extent do you support these proposed changes?
	Select one answer only

	Strongly support

	Support

	Neutral/don't know

	Oppose

	Strongly oppose


1.   Is there anything you would like us to consider relating to this topic?
	



Animal Management (Clauses 30 and 32)
These clauses are about the number and type of animals that can be kept, and regulating fencing of animals. 


Changes include: 
Amend the land area for excess animal permits to include all land and not land less than or equal to 4,000sq metres. 
Propose keeping the numbers of animals the same. 
Introduce an exemption for assistance dog or assistance animal. 
Add a new clause regulating fencing of animals (specifically dogs) on private land to prevent them escaping the property, to ensure responsible pet ownership as prescribed under the Domestic Animals Act 1994 (cats and dogs). There is an option to install and maintain an enclosure instead. 
1.   To what extent do you support these proposed changes?
	Select one answer only

	Strongly support

	Support

	Neutral/don't know

	Oppose

	Strongly oppose


1.   Is there anything you would like us to consider relating to this topic?
	



Use of council land and roads (Clauses 36 and 38)
These clauses address behaviour and activities on Council land. 


Changes include: 
Add a new clause to extensively address aggressive, insulting and offensive behaviour and activities on Council land and access to Council buildings. 
This also addresses the risk of this type of conduct during a Council meeting. 
1.   To what extent do you support these proposed changes?
	Select one answer only

	Strongly support

	Support

	Neutral/don't know

	Oppose

	Strongly oppose


1.   Is there anything you would like us to consider relating to this topic?
	



Council assets, trees and regulating building sites (Clauses 58 to 61)
These clauses generally address activities related to building works and are intended to protect both Council assets and neighbourhood amenity. 


Changes include: 
Noise is regulated under the Environment Protection Act 2017, but a new proposed clause would regulate building words during certain times. The purpose of this new clause is to fill the gap between noise nuisance and building works nuisance. Minor building works – which are small, non-structural works such as painting, fencing, flooring, shelving, and small sheds or pergolas – do not require a permit. 
Strengthened the clauses to provide Council assets protection (particularly during building works), and drafted two new clauses: 
1. Spoil on roads, where spoil includes construction materials, soil, rock and debris.
1. Occupation of roads
1.   To what extent do you support these proposed changes?
	Select one answer only

	Strongly support

	Support

	Neutral/don't know

	Oppose

	Strongly oppose


1.   Is there anything you would like us to consider relating to this topic?
	



Other thoughts and ideas


1.   Is there anything else you would like to tell us about this project?
	



About you


1.   I am...
	Select one answer only

	[image: ]A man

	[image: ]A woman

	[image: ]Non-binary

	[image: ]Prefer not to answer

	[image: ]Other
	





1.   Age:
	Select one answer only

	[image: ]Under 18

	[image: ]18 to 24

	[image: ]25 to 34

	[image: ]35 to 54

	[image: ]55 to 74

	[image: ]75 and over


1.   I identify as:
	Select all that apply

	[image: ]An Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

	[image: ]Someone who needs daily assistance with core activities

	[image: ]Someone who speaks a language other than English at home (Please specify:                                       )

	[image: ]None of the above


1.   Where do you live?
	Select one answer only

	[image: ]Bayswater

	[image: ]Boronia

	[image: ]Ferntree Gully

	[image: ]Knoxfield

	[image: ]Lysterfield

	[image: ]Rowville

	[image: ]Scoresby

	[image: ]The Basin

	[image: ]Upper Ferntree Gully

	[image: ]Wantirna

	[image: ]Wantirna South

	[image: ]Other
	





Thanks for completing the survey.
See the top of the survey for instructions for submitting your survey to the Community Laws team.
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